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VI.

CONTRIBUTION OF WOMEN TO INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION
AND THE STRENGTHENING OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE

1.
The purposes of the United Nations as formulated in Article 1 of the Charter
are:
"l. To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take
effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to
the peace, and for the suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches of
the peace, and to bring about by peaceful means, and in conformity with the
principles of justice and international law, adjustment or settlement of
international disputes or situations which might lead to a breach of the
peace;
2.
To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the
principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take
other appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace;
3.
To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems
of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting
and encouraging respect for human ri ghts and for fundamental freedoms for
all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion; and

4. To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainment of
these common ends."
2.
In pursuit of these purposes the ~embers of the United Nations have undertaken
the specific commitment to settle their international disputes by peaceful means
and to refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force
(Article 2), to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and
security with the least diversion for armaments of the world's human and economic
resources (Article 26), and to seek a solution by negotiation, inquiry, mediation,
conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement ... in any dispute, the continuance
of which is likely to endanger the maintenance of international peace and security
(Article 33).
3.
The promotion and protection of human rights for all is an essential condition
for the maintenance and strengthening of international co-operation and peace,
just as sustained international co-operation among all countries and peoples is
required to achieve peace, justice and equity for all and to eliminate all sources
of conflict. Structures and institutions which deny persons their human rights and
dignity prevent justice from being realized; and systems which condemn people to
substandard conditions of living are a denial of both human rights and human
dignity. These conditions motivate people to resort to violence.

4.
Recognition that disregard and contempt for human rights were among the causes
of war led to the proclamation by the General Assembly of the t:ni versal Declaration
of Human Rights (General Assembly resolution 217 (III) of 10 December 1948)
as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and nations. The Declaration,
which provides a basis for the relationship between human beings and States inter se,
recognizes that:
I ...
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"/I/t is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last
resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should
be protected by the rule of law".

5.
True international co-operation must be based, in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, on fully
equal rights the recognition of the dignity of the individual and appreciation of
the human pe;son, as well as on the observance of national independence and
sovereignty, non-interference in the internal affairs of nations and the promotion
and maintenance of a just world order based on the principle of equity among and
within nations. International co-operation and peace require national independence
and liberation, the elimination of colonialism and neo-colonialism, foreign
occupation and apartheid, and racial discrimination in all its forms .
6.
The General Assembly has agreed that economic as well as political and other
relations among States shall be governed, inter alia, by :..lie following principles:
sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of States; sovereign
equality of all States; non-aggression; non-intervention; mutual and equitable
benefit; peaceful coexistence; equal rights and self-determination of peoples;
peaceful settlement of disputes; remedying of injustices which have been brought
about by force and which deprive a nation of the natural means necessary for its
normal development; fulfilment in good faith of international obligations; respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms; no attempt to seek hegemony and spheres
of influence; promotion of international social justice; international co-operation
for development; free access to and from the sea by land-locked countries within
the framework of the above principles. 1,/
A.

The historical perspective and current trends

7.
Recorded history rarely mentions women . This may be due in part to the fact
that history has been primarily a record written by men and reflecting the chief
interests of men . It may also be due to the fact that women have usually teen
absent from ruling positions in the societies in which they lived and from those
institutions where political decisions were taken. However, this situation should
not obscure the fact that women, in all social strata and throughout history have
exercised a certain amount of power according to their social position, alth~ugh
usually less power than men at the same level. Indeed women of the elite in all
eras have wielded substantial public power and historically have been the
mediators in ma~y societies, in particular through marriage alliance systems.
Women of ~he aris~ocracy, a~ter careful education and training, were often married
to potential enemies of their country or kin. They had to survive often in
hostile courts, through their wits and skill in mediation, and the; could not use

l(

Ge~eral Assembl? resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, Charter of
E~onomic Rights_and Duties of States (chapter I), adopted by 120 votes to 6
with 10 abstentions.
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the threat of force. Outstanding women leaders have existed thr oughout history,
especially royal women who have ruled in their own right and led their own armies;
but these are few and far between.

.,

·-=;~.
'...-,.. '•

]

- :::!~...

"c:t~

8. On the whole, the anchoring effect of children meant that the vast majority
of women remained in the limited society of home and family while men entered the
public arenas . It was not until the second half of the last century that women
actively began to seek entry into the public sphere along with the movement for
recognition of their political rights •
9.
Following the Napoleonic wars, a number of national and international peace
societies were organized in Europe· in which women took part along with men. Around
the middle of the century, these societies held a series of international peace
conferences which served to bring the concept of peace before the general public .
In the United States of America women organized the first women's rights movement .
While the moderates wanted equal rights with men and demanded that they be
integrated into the male-dominated society from which they were excluded, the more
radical among them rejected this limited goal. For them the fight for women's
rights was part of a larger quest for social change . Believing that the ballot
would be of little use to people too poor and too exploited to use it, these deeply
co=itted activists sought to change basic social and political institutions
through their active involvement in unionization, internationalist and peace
movements and through efforts to change State, family and Church . For them, social
chan ge for women was part of a larger effort against all forms of exploitation to
which they devoted their lives . '?:_/
10 . Out of the women's ri ghts movement in the mid-nineteenth century, a strong
international suffrage movement developed. Many of its members were pacifists,
many socialists, and many were close to the trade union movement. In Hungary its
leader was Rosika Schwimmer ; in the Netherlands, Aletta Jacobs; in the United States
of America, Carrie Chapman Catt. In Austria Bertha von Suttner wrote a novel,
Lay Down Your Arms, based on her experiences in the Franco-Prussian war . She also
helped to create a series of interparliarnentary peace conferences and to establish
the Austrian Society of the Friends of Peace. In 1905 she won the Nobel Peace
Prize, becoming the first woman to achieve that honour.
11. As early as the autumn of 1900, a socialist congress was held in Paris . Two
prominent women, Rosa Luxembourg and Clara Zetkin, presented a paper entitled,
"The Peace of Nations, Militarism and the Elimination of Standing Armies", which
called for international protest movements against militarism and war and, in
particular, for the involvement of women and youth in the active struggle fo r peace.
12. The first International Conference of Socialist Women was held in 1907 and led
to the formation of the International Women's Secretariat under the leadership of
Clara Zetkin. Harbingers of the First World War had already appeared, and therefore
2/ Penina Migdal Glazer, "Organizing for Freedom", in Women: An Issue,
Lee R-:- Edwards, Mary Heath and Lisa Baskin, eds. (Boston, Little, Brown and
Company, 1972).
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the purpose of the Second International Conference of Socialist Women t?at
1
gathered in Copenhagen in 1910 was to expand the contacts between organi~ed womens
groups in various countries in order to mobilize large numbers of women in the
fight not only for their rights and the welfare of their children, but also for
peace in the world.
13 . In March 1915, the International Socialist Women's Conference, held in Berne,
was attended by 25 women delegates from Germany, England, France, Holland, Italy,
Poland, Russia and Switzerland. This Conference was the first step towards the
co=on struggle to end the World War which had been unleashed in August 1914. One
month later in April 1915, a Congress of Women, called by the International
Suffrage Alliance, J/ met at The Hague. Despite the difficulties of war-time
travel, 1,400 women gathered from 12 countries - belligerent RS well as neutral
countries - under the chairmanship of Jane Addams, a fa.rr:ous United States social
worker and suffrage leader who received the Nobe l Prize for Peace in 1931 . The
purcose of the Congress was to find some means to stop the slaughter and develop a
programme for a lastin o- peace. Out of this meet in f' developed the Homen' s
International League for Peace and Freedom, so named at the second congress in
Zurich in 1919 . Believing that the Versailles Treaty contained the seeds of future
wars, the International Suffrage Alliance called this second Congress to plead for
a just treaty of peace and universal disarmament. Personal envoys went directly
from the meeting to call upon all the statesmen assembed at Versailles, but
without success .
14. Between the two World Wars women's organizations waged an active struggle for
collective security and the preservation of world peace and against aggression .
The long-delayed League of Nations Conference on Reduction and Limitation of
Armaments was held in Geneva in 1932. The Women's International League for Peace
and Freedom collected 6 million signatures on a disarmament petition that was
presented to that Conference. Since that time the widely accepted goal of women's
peace organizations has been general and complete disarmament under international
supervis i on.
15 . Women also participated actively in the organization and work of the World
Ant i-War Congress, which was held in Amsterdam in August 1932 under the slogan
"War agai nst Har", as well as in the European Anti-Fascist Congress which was held
in Paris in 1933.
'
16 . In August 193u, about one year after Hitler came into power in Germany, a
Wor ld Congress of Women was held in Paris, at which the Permanent International
Women's Co=ittee to Combat Fascism was formed, a co=ittee that continued to
funct i on until September 1?39. W~men and girls came to the Congress from all parts
nf t~e ~or ld; ~omen _of a wide v~iet~ of political leanings and reli gious
convictions united 1n the determination to fi ght against fascism and war .

cl

so

2J

17 . The Second Wor ld War_was a time of great testing for the members of
i nternat i onal peace organizations. Many men and women felt that the search for
.......

] / This organization later became the International Alliance of Women .
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peace had to be set aside for the time being in order to stop the forces of
fascism. Others clung to an absolute pacifist position, and some struggled bravely
to confront fascism through non-violent resistance.
18. Women contributed significantly to the battle against fascism. They stood
shoulder to shoulder with their men folk in armies, partisan units and resistance
movements, as medical workers, reconnaissance and liaison agents and as soldiers.
Moreover, women replaced men at plants, factories and in the fields . Women fell in
battle and died under torture in the concentration camps and prisons or fell victims
to disease, starvation and toil that was beyond their strength. Many of them risked
their lives giving aid to those who needed it. Many died so that others might live.
19. A significant feature of contemporary society, which is part of the trend of
women's active involvement in societal crises, is women's participation in the
struggle for the liberation of their countries and peoples. This involvement, which
manifested itself in the fight against the forces of fascism during the Second
World War, has been demonstrated on many occasions during the last decades in
connexion with the struggle for independence from colonial rule .
20. In the movement of resistance to colonialism women have always shown themselves
to be no less resolute than men. They made their homes available for clandestine
meetings and they transported and secretly distributed propaganda material. They
concealed fighters sought by the police, served as liaison agents, organized aid to
political prisoners, and were directly involved in clandestine liberation work.
When the struggle entered the phase of armed conflict and guerrilla groups were
formed, women joined the guerrillas and learned to handle arms; many of these women
were killed . Other women furnished guerrilla groups with information on movements
of enemy troops, provisioned the front and rendered medical assistance.
21 . Such active, recurrent and often massive participation of women has had the
effect of accelerating the process that brought about desired political change . In
this sense it may be said that in the past 30 years women have been strong
agents of political change in times of war or violent confrontation.
22 . The main characteristics of their participation were that (a) the traditional
division of labour between the sexes was set aside and women participated in all
activities related to the struggle and at all levels; (b) women's participation was
generous and spontaneous; it was the normal response to a crisis situation, the
solution of which was vitdl to their countries and (c) once the crisis was over the
contribution of women usually went unrewarded in terms of the allocation of
positions of power within the political structure; as a result, women have not played
a political role co=ensurate with the role they played during the crisis.~
23. Another important feature of contemporary society is the increased co=itment
of women, as individuals and in groups, to the cause of peace through efforts
directly related to the general promotion of conditions conducive to peace, to the
cessation of situations of armed conflict and to the alleviation of human suffering
brought about by such situations .

}!_I See chapter I of the present report (E/CONF . 66/3).
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24. Despite achievements such as the conclusion of certain limited treaties for the
control and limitation of armaments the establishment of nuclear-free zones, the
cessation of hostilities in specifi~ instances, often through the good offices of
the United Nations , some reduction of international tension, and a measure of .
improvement in the international political climate, maJor threats to peace continue
to exist. Such factors as foreign occupation, colonialism, racism and apartheid
have not been eliminated ; aggressive acts still occur; and the arms race_is
essentially unchecked. Countless millions of people are still undernourished,
uneducated, unemployed and wanting in many of the basic necessities of life, a
situation that contributes to the aggravation of world tension .
25 . Although general and complete disarmament under effective international control
is a stated objective of the international co=unity, there is no agreed programme
for the Disarmament Decade proclaimed by the General Assembly in 1970 and
coinciding with the Second United Nations Development Decade. It is estimated that
if annual military expenditures continue to absorb their 1970 percentage of the
world Gross National Product, they could well reach the level of $300- 350 billion
(at 1970 prices) by the end of the decade, with a total outlay for the decade of
some $750 billion more than was spent from 1961 to 1970. As a group of experts on
the arms race and military expenditures has described the present situation,
11
/I/t is no exaggeration to say that the arms race has finally provided man
with the means of putting an end to his species ... The threat of ultimate
disaster is has generated is by far the most dangerous single peril the
world faces today - far more dangerous than poverty or disease, far more
dangerous than either the population explosion or pollution - and it far
outweighs whatever short-term advantage armaments may have achieved in
providing peoples with a sense of national security. 11 2./

B.

The part played by women's groups and organizations

26 . From the beginning of the women's peace movement, universality in membership
has been a goal. The participants have been women of varied racial, ideological
and political backgrounds united by the co=on will to struggle for peace,
disarmament, national independence, social progress and democracy. Convinced that
public opinion can influence the development of world events, numerous women's
national and international organizations and groups have repeatedly supported
initiatives directed towards the eradication of situations conducive to armed
conflicts, towards the cessation of the arms race, the development of friendly
relations among nations and the right of all peoples to live in peace and liberty.
27. It should also be emphasized that women's non- governmental organizations have
always stood for non-violence and activity on behalf of human welfare, including
5/ Economic and Social Consequences of the Arms Race and of Military
Expenditures (United Nations publication, Sal e s No. : E . 72.IX . 16, para. 112).

I . ..
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activities at the grass-roots level. There are at present some 47 women's
international non-governmental organizations with national affiliates in various
countries. Their activities include religious, educational, and professional
matters, international relations and sports. The first group of organizations
established between 1880 and 1901 included mainly religious, social-welfare oriented
groups and general educational women's clubs. Gradually there was a shift from
these interests to organizations more concerned with international relations and
professional matters§_/ (see the annex to this chapter).

a::~:t :~.
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28. The activities of numerous women's groups and organizations in recent decades
have followed two main directions. On the one hand, they have pressed actively
for peace and disarmament, struggled against colonialism, apartheid, racism and
racial discrimination; on the other hand, they have sought to provide assistance to
victims of military conflicts and repression. These activities have been conducted
at the international, regional and national levels and were concerned mainly with:
(a) The strengthening of an international order t.hrough support of
international organizations and positive action to improve their effectiveness in
the prevention of war and the maintenance of peace;
(b) The achievement of general and complete disarmament under international
supervision, particularly through active opposition to nuclear testing and to the
development and use of chemical, biological and radiological warfare agents;
(c) The initiation of or active participation in meetings and gatherings
directed towards the general promotion of peace;
(d) Th.e improvement of the dialogue and co-operation of women's groups of
different political and ideological persuasion on key problems relating to the
of peace and international co-operation through meetings, conferences,
exchange of visitors and so on ;

:"":,,
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(e) The forceful and often striking expression of dissent from governmental
policies - for example, the organization of and/or participation in demonstrations
to protest war measures, support to young resisters, visits to belligerent countries
and co-operation with other women's groups opposed to war, the sending of
fact-finding missions to areas of armed conflict to investigate specific conditions
or to ascertain the implementation of armistice agreements;
(f) The enlightenment of public opinion and the development of greater
sensitivity to the importance of issues that have a bearing on the peaceful
coexistence of peoples and nations throu~h a variety of informational and
educational activities.

§_/ Elise Boulding, "Female alternatives to hierarchical systems, past and
present: A critique of women's NGO' s in the light of history", International
Women's Year Studies on Women, No. 3 (Program of Research on General Social and
Economic Dynamics, Institution of Behavioral Science, University of Colorado,
February 1975).
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29. Some rec ent examples of these activities are given below, b ~se~ on the.
information available to the Secretary-General. Among the womens internatio~al
forums for peace that have taken place at the international level , t?e followin ~
should be mentioned: the fiftieth Anniversary Congress of the 1 !omen s International
League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), which was held at The Hague in 1965 and
launched a world drive to ask women to use their power to end the war in South-East
~sia; and the international congresses of the WILPF in Few Delhi, India, in
December 1971 and in Birmingham, En gland , in July 1974.
30. Another major forum where women actively participated was the World Congress
of Peace Forces for International Security and Disarmament, for National
Independence, Co-operation and Peace, which took place in Moscow in October 1973 .
The work of the Con gress was directed along two lines: defence of the important
achievements of the peace forces in combating war, poverty and ignorance;
and elaboration of a programme of united action to create a durable basis for the
peaceful future of mankind. Women shared actively in the preparations for the
Congress and in the Congress itself. There were 96 national women's organizations
present from 81 countries, and 9 international women's organizations. Leaders of
the women's organizations, women prominent in public life, political leaders,
members of parliaments, artists and writers illet at the Congress. On 29 October ,
within the framework of the Congress, a meeting was held of women delegates who
represented different women's organizations. The participants of the meeting made
concrete proposals regarding co-operation and joint action for the implementation of
the decisions taken by the Congress.
31. A seminar entitled "Women of the World United for Peace: Disarmament and its
Social Consequences" was convened at United Nations Headquarters, 7 to 9 May 1975
by the Women's International Democratic Federation, the Women's International
League for Peace and Freedom, and the Jane Addams Peace Association. The
substantive goals of the seminar were to demonstrate the social and economic costs
of militarism; generate specific suggestions for governmental action; mobilize
public opinion, especially through women, on the need for total world disarmament;
develop strategies for getting more women into leadership roles in all levels of
government, business and labour where they would be in a position to initiate
non-militaristic policies; establish machinery for an international network of
women to exchange information, suggest programmes for action and plan joint
programmes for peace.
32. International forums with active participation of women's groups and
organizations have often been devoted to the struggle against apartheid and
colonialism . Thus, in Geneva in September 1974, an international conference of
non- governmental organizations against apartheid and colonialism in Africa was
convened by the special Non-Governmental Organization Committee on Racism, Racial
Discrimination, Apartheid and Decolonization, under the chairmanship of the General
Secretary_of ~he Worl~ Peace Council. One hundred and ninety participants,
representing international and national organizations, including 11 intergovernmental
organizations and 29 Governments, were present as guests. Representatives of
women's organizations and liberation movements also attended. The Geneva
Conference began a new phase of co-operation between Governments and
non-governmental and int~rgovernmental organizations. The significance of the
Conference lay not only in the expression of solidarity and support for the

I ...
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liberation movements in southern Africa , but also in demonstrating that the
struggle against apartheid was part of the fundamental objective of social progress
and world peace.

~~::::~ , :
t: ::;:;~:

33. An example of bilateral contacts dire ct e d towards strengthening peace and
co-operation betwe en people s was a s eries of conferences between a small group of
uomen from the Soviet Union and the Unit e d States of America, started at Bryn Mawr
in the United States in 1961 under the ae gis of the Women's International League
for Peace and Fre edom. These conferences sought to promote mutual understanding .
Since then, women from the United States have met with women in Latin America,
Poland, Israel and the Arab countries. Such visits have helped to foster a
greater sense of internationalism.
34. Among activities organized at the regional level by women's groups and
organizations, mention should be made of the Inter-American Women's Congress held
in Bogota, Colombia, in 1970 and organized by the WILPF, and of the fourth Congress
of the African Women's Conference, which took place in Dakar in 1974.
35. Delegates from 33 countries heard the report presented by the General
Secretary, underlining the resolve of African women to take part in the
emancipation of the peoples of Africa. It recalled the success~s achieved by the
African Women's Conference during its 12 years of work, which formed part of the
new phase introduced by the liberation of a large number of countries from
colonial subjugation. The report also dwelt on the struggle of African peoples
against the racist regimes in southern Africa. The Congress expressed i ts
solidarity with peoples fighting for peace, democracy and national independence
and against racism, colonialism, apartheid, racial discrimination, foreign
occupation and domination.

-e;e::: ~·
.:

36. The women of Europe repeatedly put forward initiatives directed towards easing
tension in Europe and solving problems connected with peace and co-operation on
the European continent. For instance, there were the regional conferences of
women of European countries held in Ystad (Sweden, June 1970), Malente ( the
Federal Republic of Germany, October 1970), Moscow (September 1971), Dortmund
(the Federal Republic of Germany, November 1971), Tihany (Hungary, March 1972) and
in Dipoli (Finland, 1973). At each of these conferences the participants
represented numerous women's organizations of different political trends; and
members of parliament, scientists, trade union officials, housewives, intellectuals
and women workers actively discussed ways for establishing a lasting peace and
co-operation on the European continent. Such conferences promote unity among
European women's organizations and enable them to compare their points of view and
establish better understanding and co-operation among themselves. In spite of
substantial differences in political outlook, the participants of the regional
European conferences were unanimous in their objective of preserving peace.
37. Women's organizations also took an active part at the meeting entitled
"Peace and security in Asia, a vital task of our times", held in Samarkand (the
USSR) in September 1974 and organized by the Afro-Asian People's Solidarity
Organization. The participants included more than 60 delegates from 30 Asian L '
countries and six international organizations, including women's organizations. The
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final document of the meeting, which was unanimously adopted , contained an appeal
to the social and political forces of Asia to take action to creat e an atmospher e
of peace and neighbourly relations and co-operation among the countries of Asia in
economic, cultural , educational and other fields in order to bring about lasting
security in the continent.
38. At the national level, activities undertaken by women's groups, national
organizations or relevant sections of international or ganizations include the
collection of petitions, the organization of demonstrations, meetings and
gatherings ; the creation of pressure groups ; the organization of campai gns
principally by means of the mass media in defence and support of victims of
repression. Work conducted at the national leve l also includes the civic and
political education of women with a view t o stimulating women's awareness of
global issues and enlightening them in the spirit of social progress, international
co-operation and friendship between peoples.
,,..

39. Women's groups, national and international organizations have also been deeply
concerned over the situation and the suffering of women and children in cas e s of
armed conflict between States or within countries and in the struggle for peac e,
self-determination, national liberation and independence. They have provided
assistance in many forms, including help for refugees, medical, child-care and
educational services, rehabilitation programmes and material and financial help.
They have also been active in mobilizing world public opinion in support of women
and children in situations of emergency and armed conflict. Examples of such aid
are described in two reports (E/CN.6/561 and Add.land 2 ; E/CN.6/586) considered by
the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women. These examples were provided
to the Secretary-General by the following non-governmental organizati ons: Amnesty
International , International Council of Women, Friends World Committee for
Consultation, International Catholic Child Bureau, International Council of Social
Democratic Women, International Defense and Aid Fund, Internati onal Federation of
Resistance Movements, World Confeqeration of Organizations of t h e Teachin g
Profession, World Young Women's Christian Association.

I ...
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C.

The involvement of women in United Nations efforts to
Bromote international co-operation and in strengthen i ng
international -i:,e ac e

40. The involvement of women in United Nations efforts to promote i nte r nat i onal
co- operation and in strengthening international peace may be consider ed from two
mai n points of view - namely, the extent to which they have par tic i pated in pol icy
and other ~easures directed to these ends, especially in such ar eas as peacekeepi ng, disarmament and related matters, decolonization and economi c socia l
and humanitarian matters ; and the extent to which measur~s adopted hav; t aken
into account the particular situation of women, especially in condit i ons of
emergency and armed conflict.
Extent of women's participation in United Nations decisions and policy measur es

..

.:

_ __

.. .

1 • ..:_

41. The very limited participation of women in United Nations organs and bodi es
dealing with questions of international security, peace and disar mament is a
reflection of the situation obtaining at the national l evel, wher e few women
participate in the decision-making process as it relates to these i mport ant
i ssues and to mo r e general political i ssues. For exampl e, the Security Council ,
which is the United Nations or gan having primary responsibi l ity fo r t he peaceful
settlement of disputes, has been presided over only once by a women i n he r
capacity as Permanent Representative of her country ( Jeanne Martin Ci sse of
Guinea, Noventber 1972). Similarly, over the years very few women attended the
meetings of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament. When they di d, i t
was in an advisory capacity, except in one case in which a woman t wice headed
the delegation representing her country . No woman was included as a member of
the group of 14 experts appointed by the Secretary-General following Gene r al
Assembly resolution 2667 ( XXV) of 7 December 1970 in which the Assemb l y called
upon him to prepare a report on the economic and social consequences of the a r ms
race and of military expenditures. Another group of nine consultant exper ts
appo i nted by the Secretary-General in pursuance of General Assembly
reso l ution 2685 ( XXV) of 11 December 1970 on the economic and social consequences
of di sarmament included one woman member who served as chairman.
42. The representation of women at the regular sessions of the General Assembl y
has been l i mited but has increased somewhat throughout the year s. At the fir st
sess i on of the General Assembly, for example, held in January-Febr uary 1 946, out
of 51 States Members of the United Nations, 11 appointed women as member s of
the ir de l egations. Very few attended as representatives. Most were a dvi se r s.
At the e l eventh session in 1956 , 30 women attended as represent atives or
a l ternates· at the fourteenth session in 1959, there were 41 women r epresentative s
or al ternate representatives ; at the twentieth session in 1965, the number of
women in this capacity increased to 85 ; at the twenty-fifth sess i on i n 1970, the
number reached 120 ; at the twenty-ninth session, in 1974, it was 1 59, while t he
number of men serving in the same capacity was 1 ,922 . Thus, at the last session
of the General Assembly, the percentage of women representatives and al ter nates
was over 13 per cent of the total.
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A: Alternate) for certain yeers during the past decade.
1971

1970

1968

1965

1 974

General Ass embly
committee

R

A

R

A

TI

A

R

A

R

A

R

A

First (Political and
Security)

l

4

3

3

4

4

3

3

4

6

5

9

Special Political

2

l

0

0

3

3

4

5

2

4

5

10

Second (Economic and
Financial)

3

l

l

3

3

6

8

5

7

10

4

11

26

17

29

24

36

17

42

31

46

33

44

25

Fourth (Trust and
Non-Self-Governing
Territories)

5

2

l

4

0

5

3

5

6

10

11

9

Fifth (Administrative
and Budgetary)

0

5

3

2

2

4

3

5

2

8

6

7

Sixth (Legal)

l

3

2

6

2

4

2

l

4

6

6

7

'I'hird (Social,
Humanitarian and
Cultural)

44. Women have rarely been elected officers of the Main Committees of the
General Assembly except in the case of the Third Committee where they have
frequently served as chairman, vice-chairman and rappo rteur. Two women were
elected President of the General Assembly in 1953 and in 1969, at the eighth and
twenty-fourth sessions res pectively (Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit of India and Angie
Brooks of Liberia).
45. The participation of women at the special sess ions of the General Assembly
presents a similar pattern. At the first special session in April-May 1947,
which dealt with the question of Palestine, only one woman attended in the
capacity of adviser. At the second special session held in April-May 1948, which
dealt with the same subject, three women f rom three different Member States
attended also as advisers. At the third special session, held in August 1961 on
the question of Bizarte, despite the growing number of United Nations :V:embers at
that time, only seven women from seven countries att ended; all except two served
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as advisers. At the fourth special session, held in May-June 1963 on the United
Nations financial situation, and at the fifth special session in April 1967,
nearly the same number of women - 19 and 20 from 16 and 1 7 Member States
respectively - served as representatives, alternates and advisers. At the sixth
special session, held in April 1974 on raw materials , 36 women attended from
26 countries as representatives, alternates and advisers.
United Nations concern for the situation of women in emergency and armed conflict

3

46 . As a result of recommendations made at the 1968 Tehran Confe rence on Human
Rights, II the United Nations embarked on a series of studies on the protection
of human rights in armed conflict, which have been carried out in close
co-o peration wit h th e International Commi t t ee of t he Re d Cr oss. Parall eling these
studies, the Commission on the Status of Women on its own initiative took up the
question of "the protection of women and children in emergency and armed conflict
in the struggle for peace, self-determination, national liberation and
independence " . It has included an item on this question in the agenda of each
session since 1969, examining it from two main points of view : (a ) the protection
of women and children under international humanitarian law, which has been
closely linked with the more general studies carried out on the protection of
human ri ghts in armed conflict ; 8/ and (b ) the condition of women and children
in particular situations of emergency and armed conflict.

3

47. The International Committee of the Red Cross prepared two draft additional
protocols to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, intended to reaffirm and strengthen
in various respects the humanitarian law in force at present. 9 / These
instruments are still under consideration by Governments.
-
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2
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48. The Third and Fourth Geneva Conventions, relating to the treat ment of
prisoners of war and to the protection of civilian persons in time of war
respectively, contain some provisions regarding the protection of women and
children in international armed conflict (for example , the Fourth Geneva
Convention, article 16 on the general protection of the wounded and sick ;
article 17 on evacuation ; article 24 on special measures in favour of children ;
article 27 on general observations concerning treatment ; article 50 concerning
children ; article 68 (4) on the dealth penalty). As far as non-international
7/ Final Act of the International Conference of Human Ri ghts (United Nations
publication, sales No. E . 68 .XIV.2), resolution XXIII .
8/ Subsequent reports were issued in A/8781 and Corr.l , A/ 9669 and Add . l ;
and A79215 (vols. I and II).
9/ For the text of the draft protocols, see International Committee of the
Red Cross, Draft Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions of August 1 2 , 1 949
(Geneva, October 1973).
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Conventions
provides
for the protec t ion
o f war victims , but it does not include
any special,provisions with res pect to women and children (E/CN.6/561, annex).
49. The two draft additional protocols that deal with the protection of victims
of international and non-international armed conflict both contain provisions
concerning the protection of women and children. 10/ The draft protocols were
first considered at a conference of government experts convened by the
International Committee of the Red Cross in May 1972. They have subsequently been
reviewed in 1974 and 1975 at two sessions of the Diplomatic Conference on the
Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian Law, convened by the
Swiss Federal Council (the Government o f the State depositary of the Geneva
Conventions) at Geneva. A third session will b e held from 26 April to 10 June 1976,
when i-t is hoped that the protocols .,-ill be finally adopted . The vi ews of
the Commission on the Status of Women have been b rought to the attention of these
meetings.
50. As a direct outcome of recommendations of the Commission on the Status of
Women, the Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and
Armed Conflict in the Struggle for Peace, Self-Determination, National Liberation
and Independence was adopted by t he General Assembly at its twenth - ninth session
in its resolution 3318 (XXI X) of 14 December 1974. The Declaration proclaims as
criminal all forms of re pression and cruel and inhuman treatment of women and
children committed by belligerents during military operations or in occupied
territori es, and condemns attacks and bomb ings on civilian population, as well as
the use of chemical and bacteriological weapons.
51. With regard to the condition of women and children in particular situations
of armed conflict and emergency, the Secretary-General has submitted reports to
the Commission on the Status of Women based on information contained in United
Nations documents (E/CN. 6 / 561 and Add .land 2 ) and also on information furnished
by Gove rnments and non - governmental organizations in consultative status with the
Economic and So cial Council (E/CN.6 / 586) . Such reports will continue to be
submitted to the Commission at every other session in accordance with Economic
and Social Council resolution 1688 (LII) of 2 June 1972 and the question of the
10 / Internati onal Committee of the Red Cross, Draft Additional Protocol to the
Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949 and Relating to the Protection of Victims of
International Armed Conflicts (Geneva, October 1973) ( article 65 on fundamental
guarantees; article 67 on the pr otect ion of women ; article 68 on the protection of
children ; and a rticle 69 on the evacuation of ch ildren) ; and International
Committee of the Red Cr oss, Draft Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of
August 12, 1949 and Relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International
Arm:d Conflicts (Geneva, Octobe r 19:3) (artic le 6 on fundamental guarantees ;
a r ticl e 8 (2 ( d)) on pe rsons whose liberty has been restricted ; article 10 on penal
prosecutions, and article 52 on privileged treatment in favour of children).
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pr ot ec ti on of women and chi l dr en in emergency and armed conflict is incl uded in
t he Commi ss i on 's current work pro gramme .
D.

Suggest ed me a sur es to increase the i nvol vement of women
in int e rnat i onal co- operation and the s trengthen i ng of
inter national pe a c e

52 . Women hav e demons trat ed their convi ction of the ne ed to deve l op a stron g and
mor e e ffec tive impetus t o peace and the devel opment of friendl y r el at i ons among
nations , an d the need fo r gene r al and complet e disarmament and t he elimi nat i on of
coloni alism , neo - coloniali s m,forei gn domination and alien subjug ation , aparthe i d
and r a cial di s crimina t ion .

53. Women o f all countri es and r ac e s and from all social strat a, irrespecti ve o f
their ideolo gic al a nd political views or reli gious bel iefs , shoul d un it e i n thei r
efforts to achieve the se goal s, and every en cour agement and recogni tion should be
given to women a s indivi dual s and i n gr oups, in national and international
organization s, th at a r e st riving t o achi eve these aims.
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54. All meas ures dire cted towar ds invol ving more women and i ncreasing their
repres e nt at i on in policy- making bodies at the national , r eg ional and internat ional
levels , particula rly in bo di es r espons i bl e for policy making on these vit al
issues, s houl d b e encouraged wi th a v i ew to achieving equi tabl e dist ribut i on of
women and men in all s uch bodi es . Special effor ts are neede d to i ncrease t he
number s of quali f i e d women i n h i gh r anking positions i n forei gn mi nist ri es, in
the s e curity an d milita r y e s tabli shments of thei r countries and in all
int e rna ti onal f o rums whe r e the above questions a r e di scussed , in parti cul ar at
meetings of the organiz at i ons of the Uni ted Nations system , in cludi ng t he Securit y
Council and all confe r en ce s on di sar mament and international peace, and ot he r
reg ion al b odies .
55 . Women a s indivi dua l s and i n gr oups should gi ve increas i ng s upport to a l l
effo rt s t o end the ar ms r ace an d ur ge each Gover nment to revi ew i ts a r ms b udget ,
reduc e military spending, and use the funds thus freed for needed social pur poses .
Women s houl d actively help t o ar ouse public op inion in favour of effect i ve
disa r mament and in favour of t he a chievement of furthe r progre s s i n development,
especially by revealing the s t riking cont r ast between th e resourc e s used for
military p urposes and the unf illed needs of development.

56. Women shoul d call upon Governments t o support exist i ng internat iona l
treati e s , and a ls o t he proposal s submitted t o t he United Nations on the creation
of nuclear- f r ee zones, t he proposal s re l ative to the prohib ition of weapons o f
mas s de structi on and on t he r espect for international an d humanitari an l aw as
applicabl e in armed confli cts, particularly in res pect of the pr ote ction o f
women and children.
57, Women shoul d s upport the p r opo s ed Unit e d Nations Disarmament Conference and
urge that a dat e be set for the Conference at the ne xt United Nations General
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Assembly to provi de a fo rum for all countrie s, large and small, whether or not
possessing nucle ar weapons , for all interested non-governmental org anizations
and for women and men alike. Women should actively support the convenin g of a
non- governmental conference on disarmament where women and men should alsg be
equitably represented. This conference should be held at least six months prior
to the United Nati ons Dis ar mament Conference in order to transmit its findings to
the United Nations Confe renc e.

58 . Women should i niti ate and support all activities directed towards the defence
of ethical conduct an d humanitarian concerns among all persons concerned with
matters that r e late to peace and international co-operation at the national,
reg ional and int e rnational l evels , and they should encourage individuals and
groups to speak out agains t violence and war and in favour of peace and the
establishment of friendly rel ati ons among peo ples and nations. The mass
co=unications media should be urged to promote education for peace among the
public at large , to sub stitute for violence and war the glorification of peace,
to spread knowledge of the consequences of wars in terms of human suffering,
death tolls , destruction of the land , cities and villages, moral depravity and
toleration of vice, and to show the alarming discrepancy between world expenditures
for armaments and aid to poorer segments of the population and poorer nations.
59. Women and men should be encouraged to promote the education and enli ghtenment
of youth about all the issues mentioned above . Young people should also be taught
the spirit of ~quality and friendship between all races, nationalities and
countries of the world, and the spirit of respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all individuals and for the cultural heritage of differ ent peoples
and countries. They should also be taught that peace must be universal and that
the destinies of the countries and peoples of the globe are closely interwoven.
The teaching of history mi ght be re-examined with a view to emphasizing the
accomplishments made for the good of humanity rather than the deeds of war,
conquest and domination, and explaining the various forces essential to collective
existence. Such an i nt er disc i plinary and global appr oach to l ear n i ng woul d enable
fut ur e generations to acquire a true sense of the imperatives that shape the
evolution of humanity and of the necessity for i nterdependence of pe ople s and
nations.

l

60. Women recognize that pea ce t oday is no l onger a negative demand that there
should b e no war, but a positive demand resulting from the harmonization of the
activities of the various countries. Peace will depend less and less on the
balance of p~wer ~n the t r adi t i onal sense and more and more on dynamic association
amon g countries directed t owards development, progress , mutual assistance and
equality .
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Annex
FOUNDING DATES FOR WOMEN'S NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
AND NUMBER OF SECTION MEMBERSHIPS
Or ganizat i o~
category
Religious

1880-1901
WYWCA a/ (81)
WWCTU f 59 )

1900-1915

1916-1 930

GB (40)
ICJW (21 )
IULCW (9)
SJIA (12)

1931-1945

1946-1970

WFMW (20 )

IFMW (27)

wucwo (82)
International
relations

IAW (45)
ICSDW (34)
WILPF (21)

ACWW (67)
PPSAWA (14)
WIZO (51)

WIDF (97)

AAWC ( 35)
EUW (1 2)
FAWA (11)

IFWL (68)
WAWE (11)

IAWHPJ (22)
ICWES (11)
IUWA (32 )
PAMWA (13)
WEGN (1 2)

Professional

ICN (74)

IFHE (63 )

ICM (42)
IFBPW ( 52 )
IFUW ( 56)
IFWLC ( 39)
MWIA (37)
NNF (5)
ODI (12 )
SIA (4 8)
ZI (44)

Educational

GFWC (50)
ICW (64 )

IALC (13)

AI (12)
IIW (42)
WAGGGS (101)

WMM (46)

IFWHA (34)

IAPESGW ( 58)
IWCC ( 8 )

Sports

>-cl>
::S

t,cj t,cj

(1)

::S .....__
::S CJll o
(1)
I-' 0

I-'

~I-'•~
Ul 'rJ

Pl
CJll

::,-.

0\
0\

----

Source: Compiled from Yearbook of International Or ganizations, 1973 and Yearbook of
International Or ganizations, 1974 (Brussels, Union of International Associations, 1973 and 1974).
a/ Key to initials of women's non-governmental organizations is provided on the following page .
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Key to initials of women's non-governmental organizations

Initials
AAWC
ACWW
AI
EUW
FAWA
GB
GFWC
IA
IAPESGW
I AW ~
IAWHPJ
ICJW
I CM
ICN
ICSDW b/
ICW
ICWES
IFBPW
lFHE
IFMW
IFWHA
IFWL
IFWLC
IFUW
IIW

IULCW
IUWA
IWCA
MWIA
NNF

ODI
PAMWA
PPSAWA
SIA
SJIA
WAGGGS
WAWE
WEGN
WFMW
WIDF
WILPF

Organ ization name
All African Women's Conference
Associated Country Women of the World
Altrusa International
European Union of Women
Federation of Asian Women's Associations
Girls' Brigade
General Federation of Women's Clubs
International Association of Lyceum Clubs
International Association of Phys ical Education and Sports for Women
International Alliance of Women
International Association of Homen and Home Page Journalists
International Council of Jewish Women
International Confederation of Mi dwives
International Council of Nurses
International Council of Social Democratic Women
International Council of Women
International Conference of Womer:. Engineers and Scientists
International Federation of Business and Professional Women
International Federation for Home iconomics
International Federation of Mazdaznan Women
International Federation of Women Hockey Associations
International Federation of Women Lawyers
International Federation of Women in Legal Careers
International Federation of University Women
International Inner Wheel
International Union of Liberal Christian Women
International Union of Women Architects
International Women's Cricket Association
Medical Women's International Association
Northern Nurses Federation
Open Door International
Pan - American Me dical Women's Alliance
Pan Pacific and Southeast Asia Women's Association
Soroptimist International Association
St. Joan's International Alliance
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts
World Asso ciation of Women Executives
West European Group of Nurses
World Federation of Methodist Women
Women's International Democratic Federation
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom
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Initials

Organization name
Women's International Zionist Organization
World Movement of Mothers
World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations
World's Women's Christian Temperance Union
World Young Women's Christian Association
Zonta International

WIZO

WMM

wucwo
WWCTU
WYWCA
ZI
~

The original name for IAW was International Women Suffrage Alliance.

E.J The original name for ICSDW was International Socialist Women's
Secretariat.

